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Fr Raymond Hickey, OSA,is
an Irish Augustinian
Missionary, who was
ordained priest in Rome in
February 1960. He served in
the Profecture/Diocese of
Maiduguri from 1960 to
1988, and is now stationed

! in St Monica’s Priory,
Rantya, Jos.
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Fr Kanu, Ikechukwu
Anthony, OSA was
ordained an Augustinian
priest in July, 2009. He
served as Secretary of the
Nigerian Province, and is
now the Rector of Villanova
Polytechnic, Imesi-Ile, Osun State.
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PART ONE: 1938-1989

FOREWORD TO THE FIRST EDITION: 1940 -1990

It was a courageous decision on the part of Very Rev. Father
Thomas Cooney, then Provincial, and the Irish Province to launch
into the foreign mission apostolate over fifty years ago.

Down through the years the mission has been supported
both materially and with personnel by the sister provinces of
England and Scotland, Australia and the New Province of Spain,
whereas many other provinces contributed substantially,
especially at the time of building the formation house in Jos.

God never fails to bless generosity, and in the case of the
apostolic labours of so many Augustinians in Nigeria, He has
blessed it abundantly. The establishment of the dioceses of Yola
and Maiduguri, where we are still present, and our work in so
many other dioceses, is itself a proof of God making Himself
present in our apostolic endeavours, and taking His rightful place
in the hearts and in the homes and society of the wonderfully
alive Nigerian people.

Father Raymond Hickey has now done the great service of
chronicling what the Augustinians have done in Nigeria. And he
has done so in his accustomed clear and elegant style. He
deserves our deep gratitude.

May the history he has written be the roots of a tree that will
go on flourishing in Nigeria, until Nigerian Augustinians will
themselves feel strong enough and numerous enough to bring
the Good News to other parts of Africa, where Augustine was
born and worked, and to other areas throughout the world.

ROME, 10 SEPT. 1989
FR MARTIN NOLAN
PRIOR GENERAL. OSA



1. The Irish Augustinian Mission to Adamawa

The story of the Augustinian martyrs of Elmina and
Mombasa shows that the Order has a long and honourable
history in Africa. It was interrupted after the Arab conquest of the
East African coast and for over two hundred years there were no
Augustinians in the continent. They returned only in 1933 and,
appropriately, it was to Hippo that they came. Friars of the
Maltese Province staff the magnificent Basilica of St Augustine
which overlooks the ruins of Augustine's Cathedral Church just
outside the busy port and city of Annaba. Itis a precious link with
our roots and there is one Nigerian Augustinian there.

The Augustinian link with sub-Saharan Africa was re-
established when, at a Chapter of the Irish Province held in
Dublin in 1936, it was decided to ask the Holy Sec to assign them
a mission territory in either East or West Africa. This was a time
when a wave of missionary fervour was sweeping through the
Irish Church and leading to the establishment of many such
missions. The newly electect Provincial in 1936, Fr Thomas
Cooney, had a strong missionary spirit and, as a young priest had
volunteered to join the Spanish Augustinian Mission in
Mainland China. (He was, insteed appointed Novice Master!).
True the Irish Province had already undertaken a missionary
assignment in northern Queensland (Australia) but this was
more a ministry to scattered pockets of Catholics than the
primary evangelization of a non-Christian area.

The territory assigned to the Irish Augustinians in 1938 was
the Province of Adamawa in Northern Nigeria. It lay along the
border with the French territory of Cameroon and was the most
isolated of the twelve provinces into which the Northern Region
of Nigeria was then divided. The territory also comprised a
narrow sliver of land on its eastern border which had formed part
of the German colony of Kamerun and which was given by the
League of Nations to Britain to be administered under a mandate
in 1923. The Northern Cameroons was under international law a
separate territory, but for reasons of convenience most of it was
administered by the British as part of Adamawa Province.



The whole of this territory was larger in area than Ireland and
had an estimated population of about 1.5 million people. These
comprised about sixty different ethnic groups, each with its own
language, culture and traditions. The great majority of the people
followed traditional African religion although the ruling Fulani
elite were Muslim. Many Protestant missions had been
established in the large non-Muslim areas open to missionaries
but there was only one Catholic Church and less than a hundred
Catholics in the entire territory.

The story of the foundation of the Catholic Church in Gongola
State (which superseded Adamawa Province in 1976) makes
fascinating reading. It was established by John Bello, a Fulani
from the town of Garua who had become a Catholic when at
school in Onitsha. He returned to Yola where he settled down and
spent the remainder of his life. When his son Joseph died in
March 1930 the few Catholics in Jimeta (the business centre of
Yola) gathered to conduct a funeral service. This was the moment
of grace which made the Catholics realize that they were brothers
having "one Lord, one Faith, one baptism" (Ephesians 4:5)and
should be worshipping the Lord together as members of the
same spiritual family.

Thereafter a regular Sunday Service was held in Jimeta and a
temporary site was acquired, a small grass-matting Church with
a thatched roof (See Photc, p.4, As this lay south of the River
Benue it formed part of the Vicariate of Southern Nigeria and
came under the jurisdiction of its Vicar Apostolic, the legendary
Bishop Joseph Shanahan of Onitsha. The Catholics in Yola
therefore wrote to Onitsha and their church, the most isolated in
the Vicariate, was officially recognised in 1930.

When Bishop Shanahan retired from office in 1931 he was
succeeded as Vicar Apostolic in Onitsha by Bishop Charles
Heerey. At the same time a new mission, to be staffed by the
German Province of the Congregation of the Holy Spirit, was
planned for the territory south of the River Benue in the Northern
Region. Thus it was that the first pastoral visit to Yola, in
September 1933, was made by Bishop Heerey of Onitsha and the
Superior of the newly-arrived German missionaries, Fr Philip



Winterle. They came by river steamer from Makurdi and
celebrated the first Sunday Mass in Yola on 17th September,
1933.

First Catholic Church in Jimeta. Yola (1940)

When Adamawa Province was assigned to the Irish
Augustinians in 1938 it was placed under the jurisdiction of the
Prefect Apostolic of Jos rather than Makurdi. This turned out to
be a felicitous decision as, shortly after the outbreak of the Se-
cond World War in 1939, the German missionaries in Benue
Province were interned and taken to Jamaica where they
remained until 1947. The Prefecture of Jos was staffed by Irish
and French Missionaries of the Society of African Missions (SMA)
and they were not affected by the outbreak of war. This proved to
be of vital importance for the success of the Irish Augustinian
Mission to Adamawa.

The first group of missionaries appointed to Nigeria were led
by Fr Denis Redmond, a priest who had served in the tropics in
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North Queensland for many years. Accompanied by Frs Patrick
Dalton and Thomas Broder, the group set sail from Liverpool and
arrived in Jos on 2nd November, 1938. They were soon joined by
Fr John B. Power, recalled from Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) where he
had gone to gain missionary experience in 1937. The newly-
arrived missionaries were made welcome by the Prefect
Apostolic of Jos, Msgr. William Lumley SMA. They would spend
the next fourteen months serving in mission stations in and
around Jos, learning the Hausa language and gaining valuable
experience for the venture ahead of them, Meanwhile Msgr.
Lumley despatched two of his most experienced missionaries to
Adamawa to pave the way for the mission with the colonial
authorities and to pick suitable sites for mission stations. The first
of these would be in Sugu.

e o Wt

Msg P.A. Dalton First Mass as Prefect Apostolic in Mapeo 1951

Kennedy Heffernan Dalton = Hannan Cotter



2. FROM JOS TO YOLA: 1938 - 1941

The months spent in and around Jos were a trying time for the
young and zealous priests anxious to arrive at their destination
in Adamawa. But it was a necessary apprenticeship and helped
to forge strong links of friendship between them and the
missionaries in Jos Prefecture. As well as being subject to the
Prefect Apostolic of Jos for their first ten years in Adamawa (1940-
50) they would look to Jos, which has a much cooler climate, as
their replenishing station, a welcome refuge in ill-health and
adversity and a general fall-back position.

On Friday, 19th January, 1940, Fr Dalton, Power and Broder
packed their equipment and belongings into the Chevrolet truck
they had purchased and set out for Yola. Fr Redmond had
returned to Ireland in May 1939 and the mantle of authority
passed to the next senior priest, Fr Patrick Dalton. It would
remain his burden for the next thirty years, until his death in
1969. Little did he or his companions realize this as they set out
for their promised land of Adamawa? They arrived safely in Yola
on the evening of Sunday, 21st January, 1940, and put up in the
grass-matting church. This gave them a base and constituted the
first headquarters of the Adamawa Mission.

Only one of the three sites selected by the missionaries sent to
Adamawa in May 1939 gained the approval of the colonial
administration. This was in the Chambal village of Sugu, about
ninety miles to the south of Yola. It was a District headquarters
and had been visited by Fr ]. Kirsten, the second Prefect Apostolic
in Makurdi, when he trekked Adamawa in December 1933. It
presented enormous difficulties for the missionaries as there was
no building of any sort on the site there and the motor track from
Yola stopped in Jada, some 25 miles away.

After a week spent in Yola the missionaries set about
occupying the site in Sugu. They brought their loads to Jada by
truck and from there Frs Dalton and Broder trekked to Sugu,
taking two days for the journey. Back in Yola Fr Power realized
the difficulty of transporting building equipment and supplies to



Sugu by carriers and decided to face the problem head-on. He
would clear a trail for the truck from Jada to Sugu, advancing yard
by yard with a team of machete-wielding labourers. They took
three days to do so, sleeping wherever the day's work ended, and
arriving in Sugu to the utter amazement of Frs Dalton and Broder.
The way was open to constructing a small mud-block building
which would see them through the approaching rainy season,
1940.

The Adamawa Mission now had a permanent base but it was
isolated and inaccessible by car during the rainy season. It would
not be secure as long as they were denied a plot in Yola, the
administrative headquarters and supply centre of the Province.
Yola was also the headquarters of a powerful Muslim Emirate
which ruled most of the Province according to the prevailing
system of Indirect Rule. Even though the British authorities had
welcomed the Augustinian Mission to Adamawa, the question of
a site in Yola was a delicate matter which had to be treated with
great caution.

Msgr. Lumley the Prefect Apostolic in Jos, visited Yola in
March 1940 and broached the question with the Resident, the
senior figure in the Provincial administration. He was
sympathetic to the plight of the young missionaries and a
formula was arrived at under which application was made for “a
Church for local Catholic adherents and a Rest House and store
for Rev. Fathers."The chosen site was on a rocky hill outside the
town, known locally as the Hill of Snakes. The application was
approved by the Regional authorities in Kaduna and a small
residence was erected and occupied before the end of 1940.

Two other Augustinian missionaries, Frs Hugh Garman and
Philip O'Shea, arrived in Lagos on Christmas Eve 1939. By then
the Second World War had broken out and the work of the
German missionaries in Benue Prefecture had been curtailed.
The Apostolic Delegate (Antonio Riberi) asked that the two
newcomers be permitted to help the overworked missionaries in
the Vicariate of Southern Nigeria, who were also caring for Benue
Prefecture. The request was granted and so it was that the two



priests gained their first missionary experience among the Igbo
of Southern Nigeria.

When permission for a site in Yola was granted Fr Garman
was recalled from the South. He arrived in Yola in August, having
travelled by river steamer up the River Benue. Gifted both as an
architect and builder he was critical of the building erected in
Sugu and, for his pains, was placed in charge of the whole
building programme of the Mission. Despite the restrictions
caused by the Second World War he constructed the fine mission
residences in Sugu and Yola and the church which would later
serve as the first cathedral in Yola.

The site for a third mission station was then selected and
applied for in May 1940. This was in the scattered Chamba village
of Mapeo. Unlike Sugu, there was no Muslim influence in this
remote area of Adamawa which bordered on French Cameroon.
The population density was high and Fr ]J. Power had no
hesitation in marking a site for a mission. Fr O'Shea was then
recalled from Onitsha and he arrived in Yola in January 1941, the
same month in which a Certificate of Occupancy was granted for
Mapeo.

The Mission now had six priests for the three mission stations
in Sugu, Yola and Mapeo. On 21st February, 1941, Frs Power and
O'Shea set out from Yola with forty-five carriers to occupy the site
in Mapeo, some 50 miles away. They lived at first in a grass-
matting ‘rumfa’ while a mud-block building, later to be used as a
school and church, was erected. This was followed by a mission
residence and finally, after many years, a proper church. This was
the pattern followed in all mission stations in the early days. As
in Sugu, progress in forming a Christtan community was
excruciatingly slow. For the first ten years the only Christians
were the mission staff and their families and the schoolboys who
were brought in from surrounding villages and boarded in the
mission compound. It was from among these schoolboys that the
first three indigenous adults of the Adamawa Mission were
baptized on 9th June, 1946.



3. APPOINTMENT OF A PREFECT APOSTOLIC: 1950

For the remaining years of the Second World War the
Adamawa Mission consolidated itself around the three mission
stations established in 1940-41. Despite the difficulty of getting a
sea passage from England, other missionaries arrived and some
of the original pioneers were able to go on leave. Fr Malachy
Cullen arrived in 1942 and Frs Andrew Hanly and Timothy Cotter
in 1943. In September 1943 the convoy in which Frs J. Anderson
and C. Fitzsimons were travelling was bombed by the Germans
and their ship was sunk with the loss of many lives. The
missionaries were among those picked up at sea and,
undaunted, they continued their journey to Nigeria and to Yola.

When the war ended in August 1945 more missionaries
arrived and the way was opened for further expansion. Frs E.G.
Roche and D.B. Hannon arrived that year and were followed by
Frs J. O'Connor, A.B. Kennedy, P.A. O'Mahoney, J.P. Martin and
ML.T. Flynn in 1946. New mission stations were opened in Jauro
Yinu (near Jalingo) in 1945 and in Bare and Kaya in early 1948.
Fr T. Cotter was an ardent advocate of missionary expansion, and
it was he who opened the mission in Jauro Yinu and, together
with Fr D.B. Hannon, built up the mission in Bare.

The mission in Kaya was the first venture north of the river
Benue and east of the River Gongla. It lay in the densely-
populated area between the Mandara Mountains and the River
Yedzeram. It brought the Mission into contact with the Marghi
people and was a springboard from which the missions in Bazza
(1950) Mucella (1957) and Shuwa (1966) were established. The
first priests in Kaya were Frs Malachy Cullen and John Seary,
missionaries who were still active (1989) in the Diocese of
Maiduguri. They engaged in an extensive proclamation of the
Gospel which, despite the proximity and rivalry of the (Protestant)
Church of the Brethren Mission in Gulak succeeded in
establishing religious classes in many surrounding villages.

In October 1948 the Augustinian Mission to Adamawa was
ten years old. Of the five priests originally appointed to Nigeria
only Frs Dalton and Broder remained in the country. But others
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had come and by the end of 1948 there were 16 Augustinian
missionaries in the field. The tenth anniversary of the Mission
was marked by the first visitation by an Irish Provincial to Nigeria.
Accompanied by his secretary, Fr CJ. Dullea spent six weeks in
Adamawa between December 1948 and January 1949. They
visited the brethren in all six mission stations and were clearly
impressed by what they saw: "A spirit of manly courage and self-
abnegation, animated by a deep supernatural faith, is the driving
force behind every activity" wrote Fr O'Driscoll (the Secretary) on
New Year's Day, 1949.

Msgr P Dalton
Prefect Apostofic aind Bishop of Fola (1950-69)

Perhaps the most significant result of this visitation was the
decision of the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Divine
Motherhood (FMDM) to commit themselves to Adamawa. On his
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return to Ireland the Provincial contacted the Mother General of
the Congregation, Mother Francis Spring. She responded
generously to his appeal for help and promised to send Sisters to
Yola in the following year. These would be engaged both in
teaching and, it-was hoped, in health care. True to her promise
the first Franciscan Sisters arrived in Yola on 8th July. 1950. A
small convent building had been prepared for them and Sisters
Bernard Rudden, Philippa Crofton-Sleigh and Paul Kelly were
soon active and busy in the mission school, parish and
Government General Hospital in Jimeta.

The Adamawa Mission was by now sufficiently developed for
it to be constituted into a separate Prefecture. Msgr. Lumley in Jos
was still the Ordinary or ecclesiastical superior of Adamawa. His
Vicar Forane or local representative in Adamawa since August
1947 was Fr Hugh Garman. Fr P. Dalton had previously held this
position and was also the Augustinian Religious Superior and
senior missionary in Adamawa. He was the choice for the
position of Prefect Apostolic, being appointed on 27th October,
1950, three months after the establishment of the Prefecture.

The next phase in the development of the Adamawa Mission
then began. It would last for almost twelve years until July 1962
when the Prefecture became the Diocese of Yola. These were
years of profound social and political change as Nigeria
progressed towards Independence and the first steps towards
representative government were taken. They were years when the
fledgling Church in the Prefecture of Yola struggled to establish
itself and to meet the challenge posed by rapid change and the
growing demand for schools.

The new Prefect Apostolic returned to his Prefecture from
Ireland and was installed in St Therese's Church, Yola, on the
Feast of St Patrick, 17th March, 1951. His choice as Pro-Prefect or
second-in-command was Fr A. Hanly. Meanwhile Fr ]. A.
O'Connor had been appointed Augustinian Religious Superior.
New missionaries were appointed but this gain was offset by the
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recall home of Frs Garman, Cullen and Seary in 1950-51. Happily
all three would return to Nigeria at a later date.

Shortly after Msgr. Dalton assumed office as Prefect Apostolic
the new Apostolic Delegate, Archbishop David Matthew,
requested the Irish Augustinians to undertake responsibility for
a new Prefecture in the neighbouring Province of Borno. Msgr,
Dalton was consulted and replied that prospects for the Gospel
in such a predominantly Muslim area were bleak. The
missionaries in the field also had strong reservations about the
proposal and feared that any involvement in Borno would
dissipate the missionary resources of the Irish Province and
retard the evangelization of Adamawa.

The proposal was, nevertheless, accepted by the Irish
Province and Fr A. J. Hanly was sent to Maiduguri in April, 1953.
Fr Cotter then took his place as Pro-Prefect in Yola. The Prefecture
of Maiduguri was erected on 29th June, and a reluctant Msgr.
Dalton was appointed Apostolic Administrator on 26th February
1954. During the next eight years he was responsible for both
Prefectures and missionaries from Yola staffed the three missions
opened in Maiduguri Prefecture. These were in Maiduguri (1953),
Nguru (1956) and Potiskum (1959). Finally, when Fr Timothy
Cotter was appointed Prefect Apostolic of Maiduguri on 5th July,
1962, Msgr. Dalton was able to relinquish an unwanted honour
and burden.

.

Augustinian Missionaries at Annual Retreat,

Yola. c.19594
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4. THE PREFECTURE OF YOLA: 1950 - 1962

The most significant development in the twelve years of the
Prefecture of Yola was in the field of education. In the early years
it was almost impossible to find parents who appreciated the
value of Western education and were willing to send their
children to school. The first schools in Sugu and Mapeo, and later
on in Jauro Yinu, Bare and Kaya, depended on the goodwill of
village heads who could persuade or force sufficient people to
send at least one child to the mission school. The boys were
boarded in the mission and the priest in charge of the school had
to win their trust in order to keep them. They were known locally
as ‘Barraki boys’.

This was a slow process and only scratched the surface of
society with the Christian Gospel. It was the system of
evangelization followed throughout Nigeria and in the south of
the country, especially under Bishop Joseph Shanahan of
Onitsha, it had remarkable results. The success of the school in
Yola, frequented mainly by second-generation Catholics from the
South, was eloquent testimony to this. The same success could
be expected from a sound Catholic School system in Adamawa
if only there was sufficient time to allow it grow and bear the
expected fruit.

The total lack of Catholic teachers in Adamawa was a
crippling obstacle to the opening and development of mission
schools. Msgr. Lumley could do little to help the missionaries in
the early years as the need for teachers was just as urgent in Jos.
When a Catholic Teachers College was opened in Kafanchan (Jos
Prefecture) in 1949 a number of places were reserved for students
from Adamawa. These followed the regular three-year course
leading to the Grade III Teachers Certificate and became the first
indigenous teachers in Yola Prefecture. It thus became possible
to upgrade some of the Junior Primary Schools (classes 1 - 4) to
Senior Primary status (classes 5 - 7) and so provide qualified
candidates for a Teacher Training College.

The first Senior Primary Schools (apart from the mainly
'southern’ school in Yola) were opened in Bazza in January 1955
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and in Bare a year later. They guaranteed an intake for a Catholic
Teachers' College and application for this was made to the
Ministry of Education in Kaduna in 1957. By then the Prefecture
had a full-time Education Supervisor, resident in Yola and
recognised and remunerated by the Government. Fr W. Power
served in this capacity from 1952 to 1962 and secured approval
for the opening of many new schools. Approval was also granted
for the opening of the proposed Teachers College in Bazza in
January 1958.

Frs Tadhg Cotter and Basil Hannon outside the grass but in Bare
in which they lived for some months after their arrival

St Augustine's TTC, Bazza, was opened by Fr A.B. Kennedy in
the premises of the former Senior Primary boarding school. It
provided the regulation three-year course leading to a Grace III
Certificate and the first class was ready for appointment to the
schools of the Prefecture in January 1961 . Thereafter, until it was
taken over by the Government of North-East State in 1973, the
college provided a flow of teachers to staff the Catholic schools of
both Yola and Maiduguri dioceses and this gave a sustained fillip
to the evangelization of the region. St Augustine's Teachers
College probably contributed more to the growth of the Catholic
Church in Yola and Maiduguri than any other institution.

St Thomas of Villanova Secondary School was opened by Fr
]J.A. O'Connor in temporary accommodation in Bazza in February
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1960. A permanent site had been acquired in Numan and this
was ready for occupation in November that year. The college was
named after the patron of studies in the Augustinian Order and
had a name which is revered in the academic life of many
countries. Fr P. O'Keeffe was appointed Principal in 1961 and
held the post for the next ten years. He had a dedicated team of
priests and lay tutors and the school soon acquired the stamp of
excellence. All too soon it was taken over by the Government of
North-East State in a unilateral decision in 1973, and it even lost
its namel!

The Independence of Nigeria in 1960 was the prelude to a
rapid expansion in all areas of education. More teachers were
needed and two more Catholic Teachers Colleges were opened
in the Prefecture in early 1962. These were St Michael's Higher
Elementary T.C. in Yola and Madonna Women's T.C. in Sugu. The
latter was managed by the FMDM Sisters who had established a
convent in Sugu in 1953. Their first venture there was a Health
Centre owned by Adamawa Native Authority but managed by the
Sisters. This was opened in the presence of the Resident and the
Lamido of Adamawa in January 1954. Within a few years there
were plans to upgrade this to become a Cottage Hospital but
unfortunately the parties involved could not reach agreement. It
reverted to full Government control in 1965.

The rapid expansion in pastoral and educational work put a
severe strain on the resources of the Irish Augustinian Province.
In the absence of an adult Catholic community in Adamawa,
there was scarcely any local income. The routine expenses of the
Mission were met by the Augustinian Foreign Mission
Association in Ireland. The monthly Mission News, so
successfully edited by Fr M. Cullen after 1951, disseminated
information about the Mission and helped to generate funds and
encourage missionary vocations. As the numbers in the field
increased so too did the demands made on the generous
benefactors in Ireland. The extent of their achievement can be
seen from the fact that while they were supporting only five
missionaries in Nigeria in 1940, the number grew to 17 in 1950,
34 in 1960 and a staggering 61 in 1970. These figures also
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demonstrate the sustained increase in manpower committed to
the Mission by the Irish Province.

The second Provincial visitation in Nigeria took place in
January 1956. Fr N.P. Duffner was the Provincial at the time and
he summed up his feelings when he wrote in the Bare house
diary: "Seemingly impossible things have happened here in less
than ten years". He was succeeded as Provincial by Fr J. Curtis in
1960 and he too was a fervent supporter of the Mission,
appointing many new missionaries (I was among them) and
visiting the Mission in December 1962 and again in 1965.

A shadow was cast over the success story of the Adamawa
Mission by the sudden death of one of the youngest missionaries
in the field in June 1959. Fr Vincent J. Butler from Co. Waterford
in Ireland had arrived in Nigeria the previous October and was
stationed in Bare where he taught in the Senior Primary School.
He contracted pleurisy there and died some days laterin Yola."He
bore his last illness and gave up his young life in the way he had
lived it, gently and nobly", wrote Msgr.Dalton. He was the first
Augustinian to be buried in Yola.

By 1962 the Prefecture of Yola had developed sufficiently, in
terms of structures, personnel and conversions, to be upgraded
to the status of diocese. The usual process of consultation took
place and on 2nd July 1962 the Diocese of Yola was formally
established and Msgr. Dalton appointed bishop. Before leaving
Nigeria to return to Ireland for his ordination he wrote a moving
letter to his fellow-missionaries in which he said:

1 would like to thank you now for all that you have done to
make the job that I held here as pleasant for me as such a respon-
sibility can ever be pleasant I thank you very sincerely for your
tolerance and charity towards the many defects of character and
personality with which I am burdened, I am more sorry than I
can say for the many hurts and slights you have suftered from
these defects and 1 beg you to forgive me. Your great charity to
me all these years is both consoling as well as humbling. I am
sure that you will give me the same help and tolerance in the
future, which too is most consoling.”
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5. THE FIRST BISHOP OF YOLA: 1962 - 1969

Msgr. Dalton was ordained as first Bishop of Yola in the
Augustinian Church in Dublin on 29th September, 1962. The
chief ordaining prelate was the Apostolic Delegate to Central
West Africa, Archbishop (later Cardinal) Sergio Pignedoli. His
fellow bishops from the Kaduna Ecclesiastical Province in
Nigeria were all present, as was the new-appointed Prefect
Apostolic of Maiduguri, Msgr. Timothy Cotter. The preacher, Fr W.
Power, reminded the congregation that the new bishop was
among the first group of Augustinian missionaries who set out
from that very church in 1938 and continued: "Bishop Patrick
Joseph Dalton belongs to us no more. He belongs to Africa. Like
St Augustine before him, he is an African bishop. He has seen his
adopted country, Nigeria, rise gloriously to Independence and
has rejoiced. He has been one of the builders of that new Nigeria,
helping her noble people to take their place among the nations
of the earth, and amongst the citizens of the City of God."

Bishop Dalton was back in Yola in December, 1962 and was
installed in his cathedra] on 30th December. He had less than
seven years ministry ahead of him and during that time the
country was shaken to its foundations by a tragic civil war. Before
that happened however the Church in Adamawa had the joy of
celebrating the Silver Jubilee of the arrival of the first
missionaries. This took place in January 1965 and was attended
by the Augustinian Assistant General, the Irish Provincial, and
the founding father of the Adamawa Mission, Fr Thomas Cooney.
The present Pastoral Centre (near the old Cathedral) was built to
mark the occasion and served at first as a community centre and
hall. The inscription '1940-1965' is engraved in stone in its
entrance porch. (See photo p. 2z)

The Silver Jubilee was also marked by the opening of a minor
seminary for the diocese. This was opened by Fr M.O. Flynn in
the former Senior Primary Boarding School in Bare on 1st
February, 1965. The seminary was transferred to the old Jauro
Yinu mission site in 1967 but that proved to be unsuitable. It was
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not until a permanent site was acquired in Yola and the seminary
transferred there in August 1973 that its future was assured. It
then became an Augustinian and inter-diocesan seminary
owned and managed jointly with the Diocese of Maiduguri. Fr M.
Sexton had been appointed Rector in December 1970 and his
nine-year tenure of office brought it the stability and viability it
had previously lacked.

The Diocese of Yola was not affected to any great extent by
the coup d’etat of January 1966 and the trauma of the Nigerian
Civil War. Most of the Igbo population had left the diocese as the
ethnic crisis deepened in 1966. The disorders of May were
minimal in Adamawa and there were only six recorded deaths.
When a more serious wave of rioting broke out at the end of
September there were some Igbo students in the Catholic post-
primary institutions in the diocese. They were clearly in danger
but through the goodwill and co-operation of local leaders they
were safely evacuated to Cameroon Republic or by river steamer
to the Eastern Region.

The enforced departure of the Igbo population from the
towns meant a reduced Catholic population in Yola, Mubi,
Jalingo and other urban centres. The burden and the challenge
of lay leadership now fell on the indigenous Catholics, giving
them valuable experience and bringing maturity. The
neighbouring Diocese of Maiduguri was affected much more by
the Civil War and its unhappy plight resulted in a major change
in the boundaries of the two dioceses. Its whole purpose was to
make the newly-created Diocese of Maiduguri viable.

Bishop Dalton had ceded the northern part of Sardauna
Province (the former Northern Cameroons Trust Territory) to the
Prefecture of Maiduguri shortly after the appointment of Fr
Timothy Cotter as Prefect Apostolic of Borno. By virtue of this
change, which took place in September 1963, the Diocese of Yola
lost Putka and Kaya mission stations as well as the promising
out-station of Shuwa. The second transfer of territory to
Maiduguri, effected in September 1968, was more far-reaching
and showed great generosity on the part of Bishop Dalton. At the
stroke of a pen he surrendered the mission stations in Mubi,
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Mucella and Bazza, as well as St Augustine's Teachers College, to
Maiduguri. It should be remembered that Mubi was then a
Provincial headquarters and was at least as large a business
centre as Yola, and that Bazza was the most successful of all
mission stations in his diocese.

Another major change which took place during the years of
the Civil War was the transfer of the Franciscan Missionary
Sisters from Yola to Yakoko. This took place as a result of the
Nigerianisation policy under which expatriates were replaced on
the staff of the government hospital in Yola. As it was expected
that this policy would soon be applied to Senior Primary schools
it seemed that there would be no work for the Sisters in Yola. On
the other hand the needs of the rural population were great and
it was to meet these needs that Bishop Dalton applied for a
Catholic Health Centre in Yakoko.

Fr H.A. Garman was in charge of the mission in Yakoko from
November 1963 to his tragic death in June 1969 (He was killed by
a mentally deranged man) He brought a flair for planning and
effective action to the evangelization of the Mumuye whom he
described as "hard working, not suckers, outspoken and
generous when occasion demands." He believed in a direct
approach in preaching the Gospel, presenting it as a challenge
which demands that a decision be made. He championed the
Health Centre Project and generously agreed that his own house
be converted into a convent. He then took care of the building
programme and the first community of FMDM Sisters arrived in
Yakoko in June 1968. Their former convent in Yola was then
converted into a residence for staff members of St Michael's
Secondary School.

At the annual General Meeting of missionaries held in Yola
in January 1969 there was a frank exchange of views on the
needs of the diocese and Bishop Dalton came in for strong
criticism from Fr Garman. Shortly afterwards he left for Ireland
charged with finding at least ten more priests for the diocese. This
was considered necessary as 15 priests were by then tied up in
staffing the four post-primary schools in the diocese. In the event
he was able to get only five priests but there was also a promise
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from the Sisters of Mercy in Dungarvan to send a community to
Yola.

The Second Coming. Old Cathedral, Yola
(hy Fr. Luis de Sande, O5A)
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Bishop Dalton attended the Chapter of the Irish Augustinian
Province held in Dublin in June, 1969. He was preparing to return
to Nigeria when he received word of the murder of Fr Garman in
Yakoko. He returned to Nigeria nor was knowing that he himself
very ill. He had suffered from a kidney complaint for many years
and it surfaced again within a few weeks of his return. He was
treated for it both in Numan and Jos but there was no
improvement in his condition. He returned to Ireland in
September and there he died on 29th November, 1969, finally -
despite all the adversity - "triumphing in the cross" (his episcopal
motto). He was buried in St Augustine's Priory in Dungarvan, the
alma mater of his secondary education and where he had been
a teacher when appointed to Nigeria in 1938.

May they rest in peace (Yola)

21



6. TRANSITION AND RENEWAL: 1969 - 1971

The years which followed the Second Vatican Council were a
time when many missionaries were unsettled by the rapid
changes in the Church and bewildered by a more optimistic
teaching regarding the salvation of non-Christians. The Diocese
of Yola was not exempt from this general trend and while it lost
some of its personnel, a good esprit de corps among the
missionaries kept morale high. Fr Garman and Bishop Dalton
had in the early years of the Mission been the natural leaders of
the men in the field and had often held opposing views. One was
English, the other very definitely Irish! Their deaths in 1969 mark-
ed the end of the era of the early pioneers and was followed by a
period of transition

Blessing of the Sikrer Jubilee Community Hall Yola, January 1965,

Front Row: Fr Kevin Moylan, Tom Cooney, Ralph Shuhler

{Assistant General O54), Bslop Dalton, Msgr. Cotter, Frs. Joseph Curtis
(Irkh Provincial) and Sean Coffey. Fr Tom Broder (Pioneer Missionary)
s in the second row, hehind Bishop Dalion
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A Requiem Mass for Bishop Dalton was celebrated in his
Cathedral in Yola on 9th December. Among the concelebrants
was a young English missionary named Fr Paul Bowlby. He had
come to the country in October and was doing his ‘ap-
prenticeship’ in Yakoko mission. On the day after his return from
Yola he was busy drawing building materials to the mission
when he lost control of the truck he was driving. He was thrown
out of the cab and hit the ground heavily. His injuries were
serious and later that day, 12th December, 1969, he died in the
Protestant Mission Hospital in Numan. Another grave was
opened in the small plot beside the Cathedral in Yola and the
missionaries gathered sombrely for another Requiem Mass.

So ended the traumatic year of 1969 for the Diocese of Yola.
On the positive side the year will be remembered for the arrival
of the first community of Irish Sisters of Mercy in the diocese. The
first four Sisters received their missionary crosses from the
Bishop of Waterford and Lismore on 9th October, 1969, and later
that month arrived in Yola. It was a development which brought
comfort and solace to Bishop Dalton in his hospital bed in
Clonmel. The Sisters had come for medical as well as educational
work and were to be stationed in Yola and Bare where, hopefully
they would operate a clinic. A spacious convent was being built
in Yola while the former Fathers' house in Bare would be handed
over to the Sisters.

A few days after word of Bishop Dalton's death was received
in Nigeria Fr John Gough was appointed Vicar Capitular
(Administrator) of Yola Diocese. He would administer the diocese
for just over a year while the process of consultation leading to
the appointment of a new bishop took place. The apostolic work
continued as before and in March 1970 Sisters Emmanuel and
Gerard took up residence in Bare. Sisters Joseph and Philomena
were in Yola and would remain there for many years, Sr. Joseph
on the staff .of St Michael's Secondary School, and Sr. Philomena
as a pastoral assistant in the parish. After a break of eighteen
months Yola had once again the service of Sisters and on 21st
August, 1970, their convent, "Gidan Mariya“, was blessed by Fr
Gough.

23



News of the appointment of Fr Patrick Sheehan as Bishop-
elect of Yola was received in Nigeria in October 1970. There was
general rejoicing throughout the diocese but nowhere as great as
in Mapeo where Fr Sheehan had laboured for over eight years.
He was only 38 years of age and his experience as a missionary
was matched by his youth and vigour. He decided that his
ordination should take place in Yola on the feast of the Epiphany,
6th January, 1971. The chief ordaining bishop was the Apostolic
Delegate, Most Rev. Dr. Emilio Poggi. He was joined by Rt. Rev.
Timothy Cotter, by now Bishop of Maiduguri, and by the
Archbishop of Lagos, Most Rev. Dr. Aggey. Also present were the
Prior General of the Augustinian Order (Agostino Trape), the Irish
Ambassador in Lagos and, to the delight of all present, the
Bishop's own mother and sisters from Ireland.

So began a new era in the history of Yola Diocese. There was
at the time a total of 59 Augustinian missionaries in Nigeria, 26
of them in the Diocese of Yola. Bishop Sheehan chose Fr Patrick
O'Keeffe as his Vicar General and Fr Kevin John Moylan as
Chancellor. The shadow caused by the tragic events of 1969 had
now lifted and the future looked challenging and full of hope.
This was in keeping with the spirit of the country which had
successfully overcome the threat of disintegration caused by the
Biafran civil war and was poised for a decade of rapid economic
growth.

The new spirit was epitomised by two important initiatives
taken shortly after Bishop Sheehan's ordination. The first of these
was the decision to transfer the minor seminary from Jauro Yinu
to a new site in Yola and to operate it as an inter-diocesan
institution in conjunction with the Diocese of Maiduguri. The
years in Jauro Yinu had not been happy ones and its makeshift
buildings were not up to the required standard. An ideal site was
acquired in Yola, buildings were erected in permanent materials
and the seminary moved there from Jauro Yinu in August 1973.
Thereafter St Peter's Seminary grew from strength to strength and
a Sister of Mercy from the Yola community and some voluntary
lay tutors joined its staff. A fund-raising campaign in Ireland
helped to build a seminary chapel and this was dedicated by

24



Bishop Russell of Waterford and Lismore in February 1979. Fr
Michael Sexton had now served as Rector for over eight years and
in July that year he handed over to Fr A. Jella, the senior Nigerian
priest of Yola Diocese.

The other far-reaching decision was to open a mission station
in Bali. Its importance lies in the fact that it opened the southern
part of Adamawa Province to the preaching of the Gospel and the
establishment of the Church. Before 1971 there was no mission
station south of Sugu or Jalinuo. The area was being opened up,
through the eradication of the tsetse fly, to cultivation and
habitation and the growing population could not be effectively
cared for from the missions to the north. Fr R. P. Hughes opened
the mission in Bali in March 1971 and with it a whole new
challenge to the missionary enterprise became apparent.

Without an intermediate mission in Bali it would have been
difficult to open a station in Gembu on the Mambilla Plateau. The
Catholic population had grown there in the years since
missionaries made an annual visit from Sugu and in October
1975, Fr F. V. Aherne arrived to open the parish. The mission in
Gembu remains to this day the most remote of all stations in Yola
(now Jalingo) Diocese but the Catholic community has always
shown their appreciation of a resident priest. The opening up of
southern Adamawa received another boost in January 1976
when Fr C. Fives took up residence in Garba Chede, a small town
on the road which linked Jalingo with Bali. A church was built
but because of a severe shortage of priests he was soon re-posted
and Garba Chede did not have a permanent priest until 1980.
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Z. GROWTH UNDER BISHOP SHEEHAN: 1971-1989

All the 77 priests and brothers who served in the Prefecture
and Diocese of Yola from 1940 to 1973 were members of the
Augustinian Order. They came as missionaries with the object of
establishing a self-supporting and self-ministering Church. The
establishment of the Prefecture of Yola in 1950 and its upgrading
to full diocesan status in 1962 were important steps in this
process. So too was the opening of a minor seminary in 1965.
Another milestone was passed when, on 16th December, 1973,
Bishop Sheehan ordained Aloysius Jella as the first diocesan
priest. His ordination was followed by that of Frs Emmanuel Jima
in 1974 and Patrick Adekola in 1975.

Bishop Patrick F. Shechan of Yola

So began a process of disengagement on the part of the
Augustinian Order and a diversification of the personnel
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ministering in the Diocese of Yola. It became more noticeable as
more diocesan priests were ordained and some of the older mis-
sionaries retired to Ireland. By 1986 there were more diocesan
priests than Augustinians in the diocese and by the end of 1989
a total of 23 had been ordained; sadly one of these, Fr Augustine
Usman of Mapeo, died less than a year after his ordination in
1979, having been bitten by a rabid dog in Yakoko.

The process of diversification continued when the English
Province of the Congregation of the Holy Spirit agreed to send
missionaries to the southern part of the diocese. It was seen as
an extension of their work in the neighbouring diocese of
Makurdi, part of which was brought into the newly-created
Gongola State in 1976. This was the former Wukari Division of
Benue-Plateau State which had only one mission station, in
Wukari, at that time. Another station was opened in Takum in
1977. The majority of the Catholics of Wukari Division were Tiv
farmers who were coming in increasing numbers from their
homes further west. They had also migrated to Bali LGA in the
Diocese of Yola and ii was appropriate that the Holy Spirit
missionaries, who were familiar with the Tiv, should also staff the
mission in Bali.

This arrangement was agreed upon in 1979 and in January
1980 Fr E. McCann C.S.Sp joined Fr P. Twohig OSA in Bali. They
were only a few weeks there when the Fathers' House caught fire
and was razed to the ground. The experienced Fr P. Hughes went
there to rebuild the house and in November 1980 two Holy Spirit
priests were able to take up permanent residence. This, in effect,
was the start of the Spiritan ministry in the Diocese of Yola, It was
followed by an agreement with the Diocese of Makurdi, under
which the former Wukari Division was incorporated into the
Diocese of Yola. This came into effect on 5th November, 1982,
and brought the diocesan boundary into line with Gongola State
boundaries in that area.

The evangelisation of Adamawa was, therefore, a
predominantly Augustinian enterprise until 1980. Since then the
number of diocesan priests has grown rapidly and the Holy Spirit
missionaries have added their contribution to the growth of the
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Church in Yola Diocese. They now have a religious foundation’
and parish in Yola town and another parish in Wukari. Their
knowledge of the Tiv language has been a real bonus in
establishing a strong Catholic presence in the growing number
of Tiv settlements in the southern part of the diocese (now
Jalingo).

The process of diversification received another fillip when an
Irish De la Salle community took over the management of St
Peter's Inter-Diocesan Seminary in 1984. The outgoing Rector, Fr
D.V. Loughran, had maintained high academic standards and
was successful in having the seminary recognised as a centre for
the West African School Certificate examination. The De la Salle
Brothers with their experience and professional expertise would
build on this and give the seminary the continuity its staffing
needs. After nearly 20 years unbroken service to St Peter's, the last
two Augustinians withdrew from the seminary staff in July 1984
and Bro. Thomas Lavin FSC took over as Rector. Happily the
process of diversification has continued and Sisters from the
three congregations with communities in Yola now (1989) teach
there.

Fr P. O'Keeffe resigned as Vicar General of Yola Diocese when
he was appointed Prior of the Augustinian Monastery in Jos in
May 1980. He continued to serve the diocese however as its
representative on the Kaduna Provincial Ecclesiastical Tribunal
which meets in Jos. Fr MLA. O'Sullivan was then appointed Vicar
General and served as such for three years. He was followed by
Fr AK. OLeary who was V.G. from 1983 to 1988, when he
returned to Ireland. By then the time for Nigerianisation in this
area had also arrived and in October 1987 Fr R. Bra of the
diocesan clergy was appointed Vicar General.

The extent of the Augustinian disengagement from Yola
Diocese can be seen as the touchstone of the success of their
work. As the number of diocesan priests grows the missionary
resembles a John the Baptist whose role and influence must
progressively decrease and give way to the birth of a fully-mature
local church. The process may be slowed by the rapid growth of
the Catholic population and the consequent need for more
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priests. This has been the case in Yola Diocese where the number
of baptized Catholics grew from 13,807 in 1970 to 127,450 by the
end of 1988. These were being served by 46 priests, 21 sisters, 6
brothers and over 1,000 catechists. Of these there were eleven
Augustinian priests and one brother.

One should not assume however that the role of the
Augustinian Order in the Diocese of Yola is coming to an end.
Apart from the need for priests noted above and the challenge of
unreached areas of the diocese, there is the specific contribution
Augustinians make as religious priests and brothers to the local
church. This would not have been the immediate aim of the early
Augustinians in Yola but it was surely a long-term wish. As
mature Catholic communities were formed and the first
vocations to a diocesan priesthood reached their goal it became
possible for the Order to reveal its specific insights into the
Gospel. This entails a life-style modelled on that of the first
Christian community in Jerusalem (Acts 2) and the profession of
the evangelical counsels of chastity, obedience and poverty. We
shall now turn our attention to this aspect of the work of the
Augustinians in the Diocese of Yola.
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8. ST ANDREW'S PRIORY, MUBI: 1960 - 1978

When the first appointments were made to the Adamawa
Mission in 1938, Fr D.B. Redmond was appointed Superior. When
he returned to Ireland from Jos in 1939 Fr P. Dalton, the next
senior priest, took his place and was confirmed in office at the
1939 Provincial Chapter. He remained Augustinian Superior in
Adamawa until his appointment as Prefect Apostolic in 1950. For
many years he combined the first of these positions with that of
Vicar Forane (ecclesiastical superior) in the territory. The
Ordinary, Msgr. W. Lumley of Jos, had pointed out in 1945 that
these were separate positions and normally should not be held
by the same person. He had accordingly appointed Fr M. Cullen
as Vicar Forane for Adamawa in 1944 and, in 1947, Fr HF.
Garman.

When Msgr. Dalton assumed office as Prefect Apostolic in
Yola in 1950, Fr J.A. O'Connor was the Augustinian Religious
Superior. He later resigned and was replaced by Fr T. Cotter who
held the post until his appointment as Prefect Apostolic of
Maiduguri in 1962. During his term of office it was felt that a
separate house should be assigned to the Religious Superior (or
Provincial Vicar as he then began to be called). With this in mind
Fr Cotter left Yola in November, 1960 and took up residence in
Mubi. The house he would build for the new parish there would
also be the residence of the Religious Superior. This was
completed in early 1962 and some months later Fr Cotter was
appointed Prefect Apostolic. Once again Fr O'Connor was
assigned the office of Religious Superior.

The installation of Bishop Dalton in his cathedral in Yola in
December 1962 was attended by the Irish Augustinian
Provincial, Fr ]. Curtis, and his secretary, Fr S. Coffey. Fr Coffey
was so taken by what he saw that he volunteered to return to
Nigeria as a missionary. Although he was then nearly 57 years of
age the Provincial took him at his word and at the Chapter held
in June 1963 appointed him Provincial Vicar. The position of
Mubi as an Augustinian house and residence of the Provincial
Vicar was clarified and formally accepted by the Province at this
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Chapter. Bishop Dalton agreed that it should be a full religious
foundation with a parish stretching from Hong on the Yola road
to the Cameroon border in the east.

The required documents to this effect were received from
Rome and in August 1965 Fr M.T. Flynn was appointed Prior of
St Andrew's, Mubi. He had been superior and parish priest since
1963 and had been joined by the newly-appointed Provincial
Vicar, Fr S. Coffey. Plans were then made for a Minor Seminary at
Kala'a, within the Augustinian parish. This would cater for
potential vocations to the Diocese of Yola, the Prefecture of
Maiduguri and the Order. A new residence for the Provincial
Vicar would be built there and adequate accommodation pro-
vided for visitors and for new missionaries to study languages
and missionary methods.

These were grand plans and were based on the premise of a
continuing large-scale Augustinian commitment. Unfortunately
they were brought to nought by the political and ethnic
disturbances of 1966 and the resulting civil war. It had been
planned that the seminarians in Kala'a would study philosophy
there. In late 1966 however following the two military coup
d’etats of that year, the Irish Province accepted the invitation of
the Northern Bishops' Conference to open and to staff a new
Major Seminary. It was clear that the Order did not have the
resources to embark on two such enterprises. The plans for Kala‘a
were quietly quashed and Bishop Dalton decided to transfer his
Minor Seminary from its temporary quarters in Bare to Jauro
Yinu.

St Andrew's, Mubi lost its first Prior when, in January 1967, Fr
Flynn left to take up his appointment as Rector of the new Major
Seminary in Keffi. Fr P.L. Lyons was then appointed Prior and
held this office until the parish of Mubi was transferred to the
Diocese of Maiduguri on 3rd September, 1968. When he was ap-
pointed Regional Vicar in 1970, he was succeeded by Fr T.A.
Walsh as Prior. St Andrew's, Mubi, remained an Augustinian
priory, from 1963 to 1987 and its Superiors/Priors during these
24 years were as follows:
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Fr M.T, Flynn: Superior 1963: Prior 1965: Resigned 1967,
Fr P.L. Lyons: Prior, 1967 - 71

Fr T.A. Walsh: Prior, 1971 - 77

Fr R.C. Fitzpatrick; Prior, 1977 - 81

Fr T. K. Sexton: Prior, 1981 - 87

G

St Andrew's, Mubi, was the headquarters of the Augustinian
Order in Nigeria from 1960 to 1978. Fr S. Coffey held the position
of Provincial Vicar from 1963 to 1969. He was seriously ill early
that year (Blackwater Fever) and was advised to leave the tropics.
Fr P.L. Lyons acted as Provincial Vicar for some months but at the
Chapter held in June 1969 Fr P.F. Sheehan was appointed to the
post. By then the status of the Nigerian region had been
recognised as being a Vicariate of the Order and its superior was
known as a Regional Vicar. Fr Sheehan moved from Mapeo to
Mubi but resigned his post when, on 21st September, 1970, he
was appointed Bishop-elect of Yola. Bishop Sheehan was
followed by Fr P.L. Lyons, who was Regional Vicar from 1970 to
1977, and by Fr T.D. Brosnan who received his appointment at
the 1977 Chapter. Realising that Mubi was not a central location
from which to guide the growth of the Order in Nigeria Fr
Brosnan transferred his headquarters from Mubi to Jos in March,
1978. By then he was the Vice Provincial of a new Vice-Province
of the Order.

The foundation in Mubi, therefore, played an important role
in the establishment of the Augustinian Order in Nigeria. This
was a gradual process which could only develop as the work of
primary evangelization began to bear fruit. The missionaries in
the field recognised that the establishment of the Order was
secondary to the planting of the Church in Adamawa and Borno,
the whole raison detre of their coming to West Africa. When
Bishop Dalton handed over the parish and residence in Mubi to
the Augustinians in 1963, both aims began to be pursued
simultaneously and the missionaries had a dual mandate to the
Church and to the Order in Nigeria.

For the record, the following is a list of Augustinian Superiors
who guided the development of the Order in Nigeria from Mubi:
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Fr T.K. Cotter: 1960 - 62: Religious Superior

Fr S. Coffey: 1963 - 69: Provincial Vicar

Fr P.F. Sheehan: 1969 - 70: Regional Vicar

Fr P.L. Lyons: 1970 - 77: Regional Vicar

Fr T.D. Brosnan: 1977 - 78: Regional Vicar and Vice
Provincial

(Note: Fr J.A. O'Connor, who served as Religious Superior from
1962 to 1963, was stationed in Sugu mission for most of that

time).

The First Augustinian Sisters in Shuwa: 1971
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9. ST AUGUSTINE'S PRIORY: JALINGO AND BEKA]JI:
1974 - 1989

When the priory and parish in Mubi were transferred to the
Diocese of Maiduguri in September 1968 the Augustinian Order
was left without a ‘foundation' or formed community in the
Diocese of Yola. This was clearly an undesirable situation but
nothing could be done about it during the interim administration
which followed the death of Bishop Dalton. After Bishop
Sheehan's ordination in January 1971 the question was again
raised and at the Provincial Chapter held in Dublin in 1973 it was
decided to ask the Bishop for a foundation in his diocese. Ganye
was suggested as the most suitable location but after further
consultation Jalingo was preferred. On 28th October, 1974, the
Irish Provincial made the formal request for a foundation to
Bishop Sheehan.

The priest in charge in Jalingo at this time was Fr T.D. Hegarty.
He had served there since August 1972 and would remain until
April 1980. Bishop Sheehan immediately granted the request for
an Augustinian Foundation and in 1975 Fr Hegarty was
appointed Prior. A full community was never appointed to the
Jalingo Priory although Brother Giles O'Halloran did serve there
when he returned to Nigeria in 1978. It was an extensive parish
having been amalgamated with Kona in July 1972. The number
of out-stations continued to grow, especially in the Jen and Karim
Lamido area across the River Benue. There was also an Army
barracks in Jalingo and this involved a great deal of work.

Fr Hegarty continued to serve as Prior and Parish Priest until
he left Jalingo in 1980. The boundaries of an Augustinian parish
were never demarcated and a parish was never formally
established. When negotiations on this matter were taking place
in 1979 Bishop Sheehan offered the Order another Foundation
in the Yola/Jimeta area. This was an attractive proposition as Yola
had become the capital of the newly-created Gongola State in
1976 and could be expected to grow quickly. There was the
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option of a site in Yola Town (the present St Mary's) or in Bekaji
Estate in Jimeta.

The merits of the alternate sites on offer were carefully
considered and in May 1980 the offer of Bekaji was accepted. It
was also decided that the Order would relinguish its Priory in
Jalingo so that the move to Bekaji would constitute a transfer
rather than an additional Augustinian Parish. Bishop Sheehan
agreed to this and in January 1981 the canonical Foundation in
Bekaji was granted to the Order. The formalities were completed
when a contract between the Vice-Province and the Diocese of
Yola was signed on 18th February, 1985. The limits of the parish
were demarcated and the Augustinian Parish of Bekaji was for-
mally established on 4th April, 1985.

So it was that at the first Chapter of the Vice-Province, held in
Jos in June 1981, Fr V.B. Hickey was appointed to the “New Priory
Foundation, Yola". On his first visit to Bekaji housing estate he
failed to locate the site for the new priory! It had been assigned
to the Diocese by the State Housing Corporation and, as such,
there was no Certificate of Occupancy. He was starting off from
scratch and the task ahead was complicated by the fact that there
was no identifiable Catholic community to relate with. The
Cathedral was just over a mile from the site and the Catholics in
Bekaji formed part of the St Theresa's Parish community. Between
them lay St Peter’s Minor Seminary.

Such was the inauspicious beginning to St Augustine's
Parish, Yola. The site was surveyed and graded, trees were
planted, and buildings planned. The staff quarters and an
imposing ‘church hall' were built in 1982 and in February 1983
Frs Hickey and James Daman were able to take up residence in
the staff house. This marked the first step in the foundation of a
parish community. A regular Sunday Mass was celebrated and
the first baptism took place on 19th July, 1983. There was no
resident Army chaplain at that time and the Fathers were glad to
have the pastoral care of the Army Barracks.

A census of the Catholic population in Bekaji and
neighbouring Karewa brought disappointing results and it
became clear that a parish which depended only on Catholics
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within the parish confines would not be viable. Nevertheless a
church committee was formed and the first Harvest Thanksgiving
Festival held in December 1983. Work on the Priory began and
the Fathers were able to move in (March 1985) later that year Fr
]J. Ekwu replaced Fr Daman and on St Augustine's Day (28th
August) Bishop Sheehan was chief celebrant at the parish Mass.

So it was that a parish community was built up in St
Augustine's, Bekaji. The community also provided a chaplaincy
service to the embryonic University of Yola, the Federal College
of Education and the Minor Seminary. Fr M. Sexton served on the
staff of the FCE from 1980 to 1985 and Fr F. Osula was later a
part-time teacher there. Apart from the parish apostolate the
community in Bekaji also provided the services expected of a
religious order in an urban situation.
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10. THE PREFECTURE OF MAIDUGURI: 1953 - 1962

Our narrative now moves to the neighbouring ecclesiastical
jurisdiction of Maiduguri where Augustinians have laboured
since 1953. It comprised all of Borno State and, since September
1968, the northern part of Adamawa State. Its terrain and history
are very different from that of Yola Diocese although they both
formed part of the former North-East State. The ethnic
composition of the two territories is also strikingly different.
Whereas there is a veritable mosaic of different ethnic groups
Adamawa State, the Kanuri people - the fifth-largest ethnic group
in Nigeria - form almost half the population of Borno. Religious
allegiance is also vastly different; whereas there were more
Christians than Muslims in Gongola State in1990 (approx. 45% to
35%, with 20% following traditional religion) over ninety percent
of the people of Borno were Muslim.

The old Borno Province formed part of the Prefecture of Jos
until 1953. It was known to be a predominantly Muslim area and
the SMA missionaries did not establish a mission station in the
Province. The first Catholic communities were mainly artisans
and traders from the South in the towns of Nguru (a railhead) and
Maiduguri. Their number increased during the Second World
War and from 1939 onwards they received an annual visit from
missionaries in Jos. The Prefect Apostolic in Jos, Msgr. W. Lumley,
visited Maiduguri in 1944, a site for a church was acquired, and
this was built in 1945. The building is still in use as classrooms
in the old St Patrick's Primary School.

Conscious of the isolation of these Catholic communities the
Apostolic Delegate to British East and West Africa asked the Irish
Augustinian Province to provide for their spiritual needs and to
assume responsibility for all of Borno Province. The request was
put to the Provincial Chapter in July 1951 and received a
qualified approval. It was seen as an extension of the work of the
Order in neighbouring Adamawa and, because of the
predominantly Muslim character of Borno, needing only limited
resources. It was, nevertheless, a controversial proposal and
many of the missionaries in the field were against acceptance.
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In the event the proposal was accepted and in December
1952 Msgr. Dalton and Fr J. G. Cunnane paid the first pastoral
visit to Maiduguri. Fr AJ. Hanly was appointed to Borno in March
1953 and arrived in Maiduguri on 1st April, the first Catholic
priest to take up residence in the old Borno State. The Province
was constituted a separate Prefecture on 29th June, 1953 and on
26th February, 1954, a reluctant Msgr. Dalton was appointed
Apostolic Administrator. Fr Hanly remained his Vicar Delegate in
Maiduguri until February 1960 when he suffered a near-fatal
accident and was invalided home to Ireland. Fr M.T. Flynn then
served as Vicar Delegate until Fr Timothy Cotter was appointed
Prefect Apostolic of Maiduguri on 5th July, 1962.

Bishop Timothy Cotter of Maiduguri
(1966-1985)
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The different method followed in the evangelization of Yola
and Maiduguri Prefectures is apparent in the choice of location
for the early mission stations. Whereas the first mission stations
in Adamawa were, apart from Yola, situated in rural areas among
peoples who followed traditional African religion, those in Borno
were all in urban areas and served the Catholic diaspora from
other parts of Nigeria. As Apostolic Administrator Msgr. Dalton
established missions in Maiduguri, Nguru and Potiskum before
the appointment of Fr T. Cotter as Prefect Apostolic in 1962.
Potiskum was the only one of these stations which served an
indigenous population and it was here, on Easter Sunday 1962,
that the first indigenes of Borno Province (now Yobe) were
baptised.

As in Adamawa the Catholic Primary School in Potiskum,
opened by Fr M.T. Flynn in January 1960, proved the value of
education as a means of evangelization. It also provided the first
real opening for the Ngizim and Kare-Kare youths in the villages
around Potiskum to better their lot in life. The small residence
built on the mission compound was converted into boarding
quarters for these boys. The twelve schoolboys baptized on Easter
Sunday 1962 either came from the neighbouring village of
Badejo or were boarded in the mission. They were the first of
many others and the boarding facilities remained in Potiskum
until the advent of Universal Primary Education in 1976.

Meanwhile the Catholic ‘stranger communities in the
townships grew in numbers and large churches were built in
Maiduguri and Nguru in 1956. Smaller mud-block churches
served the smaller Catholic communities in Potiskum, Gashua,
Damaturu and Geidam. Such was the state of the Prefecture of
Borno when Msgr. T. Cotter arrived in Maiduguri as Prefect
Apostolic in October 1962. There were at the time three mission
stations, five priests, six churches and three Catholic schools in
his Prefecture.

The mission in Pulka had, from the beginning, been operated
as if it were part of the Prefecture of Maiduguri. It lay in the
nearest ‘pagan’ area to Maiduguri but formed part of the Diocese
of Yola. The mission there was opened by Fr T.A. Walsh in 1962
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and as permission for a school had not been granted he had to
try an alternative means of establishing a Christian community.
He did so by the magic formula of patience, kindness, affability,
respect for the people and learning their language. The mission
in Pulka had much in common with that of Mucella and the
failure of the mission school there shows that it would have been
futile to open the mission in Pulka with a school. An alternative
to education had been found and a school would come to Pulka
only when the people were ready for it.

Shortly after the appointment of Fr T. Cotter as Prefect
Apostolic of Maiduguri, Bishop Dalton agreed to cede Pulka and
Kaya Missions to the Prefecture of Maiduguri. All was set for a
period of rapid expansion when the Apostolic Delegate, Sergio
Pignedoli, visited Maiduguri in May 1963. There were now eight
priests in the Prefecture and sites for new mission stations in
Gashua and Biu had been applied for. There were also plans for
a mission in Shuwa and a Catechists Training Centre in Kaya, as
soon as the boundary adjustment was ratified. Archbishop
Pignedoli was enthusiastic about these plans and he also
facilitated Msgr. Cotter's invitation to the Immaculate Heart
Sisters in Onisha to establish a community in Maiduguri. The
transfer of territory was effected in September 1963 and it
brought communities of indigenous Catholics into the Prefecture
from which teachers and catechists could be drawn for the
evangelization of Borno.
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11. FROM PREFECTURE TO DIOCESE: 1962-1966

The year 1964 opened with a flurry of activity in many areas of
the Prefecture. A community of three Immaculate Heart Sisters
arrived in Maiduguri on 2nd February and received a rousing
welcome from the parish community. As approval for a site near
the mission was not forthcoming a house in the commercial area
was rented and served as a convent for over a year. Two of the
Sisters began teaching in St Patrick's Primary School which by
then had a triple stream and nearly a thousand pupils. In their
distinctive white habits there could be no mistaking their identity
whether in the school, church or market place. Approval for the
present site was granted by Bornu N. A. later that year and the
Sisters occupied their convent in April 1965.

The Catechists Training Centre opened according to plan in
January 1964. There were eight youths in the first intake and, as
with the Minor Seminary in Bare, the former boarding quarters
of the Senior Primary school were utilized, Fr N.C. O'Reilly was in
charge of the course and so began his long association with the
training of catechists and with Kaya parish. The site for Shuwa
mission was marked in March that year and in August a site for
the proposed Trade School. The mission site would also include
a second convent for the Immaculate Heart Sisters. Shuwa was
on the main road south from Maiduguri and would soon become
the largest mission complex in the Prefecture.

A new Education Law for the Northern Region, based on the
Oldham Report of 1961, was promulgated in 1964. It gave the
voluntary agencies the option of transferring their schools to local
education authorities or of retaining them and running them as
private schools without government grants. Borno Emirate was
chosen as one of three pilot areas for the scheme. The Catholic
schools in Maiduguri and Nguru were affected and a keen debate
followed on the merits of a transfer. The conditions seemed
reasonable as the religious ethos of the schools would be
respected and the Church would continue to nominate the
teachers, The two schools were accordingly transferred to Borno
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LEA in March 1965. This was followed by the transfer of the two
schools in Potiskum Division to Fika LEA in January1966.
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DIOCESES OF YOLA AND MAIDUGURI: 1966

Approval for missions in Biu and Gashua was granted in
mid-1964 together with permission for a Primary School in
Gashua. Fr D. Coleman was appointed to Gashua, and, later that
year, Fr F.C. Heffernan to Biu, Spacious houses were built in both
towns and a small but tastily-designed church in Biu. Meanwhile
the old Bank residence in Potiskum was sold to the Government
in July 1965 and there followed the construction of a residence
and large church on the mission compound. This put an end to
the anomaly of having church, residence and school on three
widely-separated plots in Potiskum, Further expansion was
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planned for the area and in January 1966 the site for a new
mission in the Kare-Kare village of Degubi was selected.

These years were also marked by rapid development in the
mainly non-Muslim area added to the Prefecture in 1963. A small
church was built in Bama and in 1964, the present mission
residence in Pulka. The mud-block school building, in which Fr
Walsh lived until then, served as a church and CRI classroom and
it was there that the first three adult baptisms were celebrated on
Christmas Eve 1964. Pulka parish also served the handful of
transient Catholics in Gwoza and as the Native Authority was
loathe to grant a plot for a church, application was made to the
Government for a site for a rest house and church. The Certificate
of Occupancy was granted and in 1965 the church built. It was
also from Pulka that Fr R. Hickey opened a CRI and a small
church built in Madagali in January 1965.

When Fr Coleman completed the primary school and
mission residence in Gashua in July 1965 he moved to Kaya. He
was placed in charge of an extensive building programme in
Shuwa and within a year he had completed the mission
residence, church, convent and trade school. He then turned his
attention to a church-cum-rest house in neighbouring Kopa. A
community of three Immaculate Heart Sisters occupied the
Convent in Shuwa and, at the same time, Fr P.I. Farrell opened
the Trade School. It was a happy day when, in May 1966, Msgr.
Cotter came to Shuwa to dedicate the new church, bless the
convent and administer Confirmation to 248 Catholics from all
over the new parish.

The pace of development would not have passed unnoticed
by the Apostolic Delegate in Lagos. The Second Vatican Council
(1962-65) had favoured the rapid development of mission
territories into fully-constituted dioceses. Maiduguri had been a
Prefecture since 1953 and on 7th June, 1966, it was constituted a
diocese. The usual consultation which precedes the appointment
of a bishop had taken place and a few days later it was
announced that Msgr. Cotter was Bishop-elect of Maiduguri. He
was at home in Ireland at the time and arrangements were made
for his ordination. This took place in the Augustinian church in
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his native Limerick on 8th September 1966, the ordaining
prelates being the Apostolic Delegate to Nigeria, Archbishop
Bellotti, Bishop Murphy of Limerick and Bishop Ryan of Clonfert.

It seemed that the Augustinian Mission to Adamawa and
Borno had arrived at the moment of flowering. Both territories
were now fully-constituted dioceses with their own bishops.
There had never been so many missionaries in the field - a total
of 56 at the end of 1966 - and there were ambitious plans for
further development at Kala‘a. It was, unfortunately, a time of
mounting tension in Nigeria when ethnic and political feelings
were running high and the country was poised between war and
peace. The political crisis had been sparked off by the military
coup d'etat of January 1966 and the subsequent counter-coup in
July. We shall now see how the new Diocese of Maiduguri was
affected by the ethnic and political turmoil of 1966.
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12. MAIDUGURI AND THE CIVIL WAR: 1967 - 1970

An outbreak of ethnic violence, directed against the Igbo
community in the Northern Region, caused hundreds of deaths
at the end of May 1966. As a result many Igbos in the North felt
exposed and insecure and returned to their homes in the Eastern
Region. There had been no violence in Borno Province however
and more Igbos stayed on there than in other parts of the North.
As a precautionary measure the Igbo Sisters in Maiduguri and
Shuwa were escorted to their homes in the East by Fr Heffernan,
the Pro-Prefect. It was a wise move as some weeks afterwards
another outbreak of violence swept the Northern Region. Borno
Province was not spared the atrocity and many, nobody knows
how many, Igbos were killed. This was followed by the
evacuation of the remaining Igbos to the Eastern Region and a
state of confrontation which led to secession and civil war.

Two important points about the pogrom of September 1966
should be made at this stage. The first is that the violence of the
mobs was in no way directed against Christianity as such. It was
bad enough that there should be ethnic conflict; it would be far
worse to have religious conflict —- and this did not take place in
1966. Churches were razed to the ground but only those which
belonged to, or were associated with, an Igbo congregation.
Secondly, the wanton destruction and killings were perpetrated
by mobs of hooligans who were out of control. It is known that
many Muslim traditional rulers did their best to restrain them
and to protect life and property.

The newly-created Diocese of Maiduguri suffered much loss
during the September disturbances for the sole reason that the
great majority of its adherents were Igbo and the Church, at least
in Borno Province, was closely associated with them. The church
and mission residence in Nguru were sacked and the priest there
found refuge in Kano. The churches in Gashua, Damaturu, Bama
and Gamboru (Ngala) were also sacked while those in Maiduguri
and Potiskum were fortunate to be spared.

Bishop Cotter was still in Ireland when the second pogrom
(September 1966) took place. He had appointed Fr J. Crean as
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Vicar General and he was in charge in Maiduguri. When the
situation had cooled and the surviving Igbos had been evacuated
he asked Fr D. Coleman to visit the mission stations and to report
on the situation. Bishop Cotter returned to Maiduguri in October
and recalled afterwards that there were about 150 people present
at the only Mass celebrated in Maiduguri on the first Sunday after
his arrival. What a contrast ii was to the former parish of over
3,000 Catholics! He was also being realistic when he wrote: "It is
fairly certain that had my appointment and the establishment of
the Diocese of Maiduguri not been made before the disturbances
of this year, they would not have come at all."

As Metropolitan of the Kaduna Ecclesiastical Province
Archbishop McCarthy of Kaduna came to Maiduguri for the
installation of Bishop Cotter in his cathedral on 15th January,
1967. Bishop Dalton of Yola was also present but there were few
others. The situation was still tense and it was felt that a large
gathering of missionaries and the fanfare of celebration should
be avoided. It was a time for taking stock of the situation and
adjusting to the reality of a smaller Catholic presence in Borno
Province.

When the Eastern Region seceded and proclaimed the
Republic of Biafra in May 1967 it became clear that there would
be no quick solution to the crisis in the country. During the
course of the civil war the mission stations in Nguru, Gashua and
Biu - each of which had only a handful of Catholics - were closed
and the convent in Maiduguri was rented to the Protestant Sudan
United Mission. The ransacked churches in other towns were
gradually reclaimed, apart from that in Bama where the site was
taken over by squatters.

These lean years for the Catholic Church in Borno Province
were matched by a rebirth in the more fertile soil of the
indigenous non-Muslim population. After a protracted struggle
for approval new schools were opened in Pulka and Buma in
January 1967 and in Garin Goge and Garin Jata a year later. Small
satellite mission stations were opened in Munchika (Potiskum)
and Kopa (Shuwa) in 1967; in Madagali, Gwoza and Degubi
(Potiskum) in 1968, and in Buma (Biu) in 1970. There was, in
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addition, the second adjustment to the diocesan boundary in
1968 which brought Bazza, Mucella and Mubi missions into the
Diocese. As a result the Diocese of Maiduguri was in a much
stronger position at the beginning of 1970 than could have been
foreseen three years earlier.

When the Nigerian Civil War came to an end in January 1970
there was a total of 22 missionaries in the diocese. The Catholic
population in the towns was still small and it would take many
years to build up to former levels. When it did so it presented a
more ethnically-balanced community in which only English and
Hausa were used for church services. The convent in Shuwa was
reopened by a community of four Augustinian Sisters from Park
House, Liverpool, in November 1970 and a year later they opened
a clinic and maternity unit there. Two members of the founding
community, Sisters Agnes Minchin and Carmel Gill, spent all
their active lives in Shuwa which rapidly expanded its apostolate.
In August 1971 the first De la Salle brothers arrived in Bazza and
in June 1972 Bro. Michael Fergus took over from Fr Louis
O’Donnell as Principal of St Augustine's T.C. It was a time when
the Diocese was striving to retain a stake in the educational
system of North-East State and private primary schools were built
in Mucella, Bitiku and Kircinga.

The missionaries in Maiduguri Diocese were conscious that
their efforts to establish an indigenous Church had started late in
the day and that time was against them. Visas for new
missionaries were hard to come by in 1972 and the first
ordination of a Nigerian priest was not due for another three
years. There was an urgent and immediate need for trained
pastoral ministers. The bishops of the Northern Region had
approved the establishment of the Permanent Diaconate and in
February 1972 a course for this was opened in Bazza. There were
five candidates at the start, all married Catholic teachers, but the
implications of the course for them had not been thought
through. It meant, in effect, their resignation as teachers but
without the guarantee that the Diocese could give them
comparable remuneration. Only one candidate remained in
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